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increases. Instead, the support for abortion increases a bit across some, but not all, of the income categories. The 
results indicate that education largely explains the effect of family income on support for abortion for any reason. 
You might take a minute to speculate about what might account for this pattern (and if you have had a course in 
statistics, and you check the chi-square statistic for these tables, you may realize that we cannot reject the possibility 
that the weak relationship between support for abortion and income is simply due to chance).

Comparing Means

How would you compare mean years of education of whites and minorities? This type of question requires a compari-
son of means. A comparison of means is useful when you want to look at differences between two or more groups, such 
as by race or gender.

Click:
Analyze—Compare Means—Means
You must choose two variables: a dependent variable, which must be an interval/ratio level variable (or an ordinal 

variable that you are treating as interval), and an independent variable, which should be nominal or ordinal. For this 
example, EDUC is the dependent variable and RACE is the independent variable (Exhibit C.12).

After you identify your dependent and independent variables, click OK. SPSS will produce a table that shows the 
mean years of education for each category within the RACE variable.

The results indicate that the mean years of education for whites is about one year higher than the mean number of 
years of education for blacks, but it is about the same as for individuals in the “other” category.

Exhibit C.12 Requesting a Comparison of Means


